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By holding that respect for fundamental rights is an integral part of the general
principles of law it safeguards, the Court has made a considerable contribution to
improving the standards of protection of those rights. In this respect, it looks to the
constitutional traditions common to the Member States and to international treaties { . ,
on the protection of human rights, on which the Member States have collaborated or : %ﬁ; %‘Eﬁ %g%i g %}g ?
which they have signed, in particular the European Convention on Human Rights. { . '

After numerous terrorist attacks against the police, police officers in Northern Ireland
began carrying fire-arms. However, on the grounds of public safety, women police
officers were not authorised to carry fire-arms (on the basis of a certificate issued
by the competent minister which could not be challenged before the courts). As
a result, full-time contracts in the Northern Ireland police were no longer offered to
women. On a reference from a United Kingdom court, the Court held that excluding
any power of review by the courts of a certificate issued by a national authority runs
counter to the principle of effective judicial control which may be relied upon by
all persons who consider themselves wronged by discrimination on grounds of sex
(Johnston, 1986).
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In respect of European citizenship, which the Treaty establishes for every Member
State national, the Court has stated that such citizenship entails the right to reside
in another Member State. Accordingly, a minor who is a Member State national, is
covered by sickness insurance and has available to him or her sufficient resources
also has that right to reside. The Court noted that Community law does not require
the child itself to have the necessary resources and that refusal to grant at the same
time to its mother, who is a third-country national, a right to reside would render |
redundant the child’s right to reside (Zhu and Chen, 2004). February 2007 edition

In the same judgment the Court stated that, even where the purpose of acquiring the
nationality of a Member State is to obtain for a third-country national a right of resi-
dence pursuant to Community law, it is not permissible for a Member State to restrict
the effects of the grant of the nationality of another Member State.
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